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"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news. "  - Isaiah 52:7 

I 
n observance of the 
Year of Consecrat-
ed Life, family and 

friends gathered as 
Bishop Folda celebrated 
mass on Thursday, July 
23, at Our Lady of the 
Visitation Chapel in the 
Saint Gianna Maternity 
Home in Warsaw, ND 
to honor and give 
thanks for Father Joseph 
Christensen, FMI. The 
Third Order Franciscans 
of Mary Immaculate, 
founded in 2011, is   
dedicated to promoting 
devotion to Christ 
through total consecra-
tion to the Blessed    
Virgin Mary through the 
Mariology and writings 
of Saint Maximillian Kolbe.   

The Year of Consecrated Life began on the first     
Sunday of Advent in 2014 and will end February 2, 
2016.  Pope Francis declared the Year in part to cele-
brate the fiftieth anniversary of Vatican II and the 
teachings on consecrated life and the perfect charity    
to which men and women religious are called. Pope 
Francis stated that the purpose of the celebration was 
to "make a grateful remembrance of the past while also 
embracing the future with hope."  Bishop Folda added 
that we should also look to the future with joy which 
"should be the hallmark of our lives as Christians and 
certainly the religious."  During his homily, Bishop 
Folda reflected upon the life of the consecrated       
religious and how the willingness to lead a radical life 
for Christ is an evangelization as it is attractive even if 
curious. Consecrated religious are models for all of us 
to show us the way to be followers of Christ and to 
draw us closer to the heart of God.  Even the young 
are touched by this example. Saint Gianna's Maternity 
Home Board Member, Eleri Kerian shared that her 
young school age daughters who are preparing for the 
sacraments are "fascinated by stories of the saints 
through the ages. When they encounter men and wom-
en religious, they recognize the connection between 
those who fulfill this vocation today and those who did 

throughout history."   

My own children 
have been blessed to 
know Father Joseph 
and attend his sum-
mer camp.  I was 
fortunate to visit the 
friary recently. Sit-
ting in Father       
Joseph's living room 
surrounded by stat-
ues and religious 
pictures and objects, 
I turned my attention 
to his bookshelf 
memorizing some of 
the titles so that I 
could purchase and 
read them later.  It is 

a peaceful space--a 
sanctuary-- dedicated 
entirely to God, and I 

wished my own home could be like it.  It never will    
because my well-intentioned but sometimes mischievous 
children would inevitably knock over a statue of Saint 
Teresa of Avila during an ill-advised game of indoor 
catch or decide to look at relics under the microscope 
only to misplace them. However, I wondered if I could 
make better choices about books and movies and other 
things that come into my home so that it can have a 
small semblance of Father Joseph's friary. "I can do   
better. I want to be more like him" I thought as I sat in 
his home. Indeed they are our guides through their 
works, their counsel, through their way of life, and 
through the great joy that seems to accompany the      
religious.   

Bishop Folda's homily then turned to the Beatitudes 
which "accurately describe consecrated life and especial-
ly Franciscans." In speaking of being poor  in spir it, 
the Bishop remarked that though men and women      
religious give up everything and lead a life outside of 
what society considers normal, "they become rich           
in those things that really matter--the kingdom of heav-
en....Jesus himself becomes the one treasure they truly 
seek, that they truly desire, and, in Him, they become 
truly rich in the things of heaven."  It is difficult to imag-

Waking up the World by Celebrating the Joy of Consecrated Life 

Pictured above from left: Todd Burianek, Father John Kleinschmidt,                                          
Father Joseph Christensen, FMI, Bishop John Folda, Father Gary Luiten,                            

Deacon Patrick Parks, Father Matthew Kraemer. 
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ine living a consecrated life--to give up all to follow 
Christ and to be happy about it, but it is because of 
this dying to self that joy follows. When one gives 
up the things of the world, there is more room for 
Christ to dwell within.  It is not that the consecrated 
religious are devoid of worry or stress or sorrow, but 
these things are not so overwhelming in light of the 
love of Christ which they carry in their hearts in a 
deeper and more intimate way than many of us.  
Bishop Folda quoted Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ 
in saying that, "Joy is the most infallible sign of the 
presence of God." Over  the last few years I have 
watched as Father Joseph has spoken with great    
patience to my children, calmed a worried and     
expectant  mother's fears, baptized babies and adults, 
encouraged those who could not go on, tenderly     
reminded a soul that they were a child who was 
loved by God.  All these things were done with great 
love...and great joy because there is no greater happi-
ness than to see someone turn to God, to awaken in 
Him.  Pope Francis sent a message to the religious of 
the world. "I am counting on you to wake up the 
world. Be witnesses of a different way of doing 
things, of acting, of living." Bishop Folda echoed 
this message stating that "we preach by the            
eloquence of our Christian life" and "we hope 
that [Father Joseph] will wake all of us up to the 
beauty of being a follower of Christ."    

Kneeling before Bishop Folda, Father Joseph                           
renewed his perpetual vows of pover ty, chastity, 
and obedience "in the presence of Almighty God, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, our Blessed Father Francis, 
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, all holy angels and 
saints, and His Excellency, Bishop Folda." I think 
I can speak for all who gathered in the chapel that it was a profound experience to witness this total act of surrender 
in the desire to follow Christ. It spoke of the Christian journey of perpetual conversion and of continually seeking 
God, and it challenged me to think of what it would be like to be like Father Joseph in my own life. What if I decid-
ed every morning upon waking to live in poverty of spirit or to be as a child obedient to God in every way? What if 
I decided to die to myself each day so that I might live to desire a life only in Christ? What if I emptied  my-
self of worldly things to make room for Christ? I cannot do this in the way of the consecrated religious, but I can 
follow Father Joseph's examples in small ways that will, hopefully, lead to an intimate relationship with Christ. By 
his faith, he has awakened in me a desire for this.   

The evening ended with a delicious meal prepared by Saint Gianna's Director, Mary Pat Jahner, and Saint Gianna 
Home residents. Father Matthew Kraemer gave a toast and friends and family shared stories about Father Joseph 
through laughter and tears. At the end of the evening as I sat on the patio of the Gianna Home, I thought of all the 
stories I had been fortunate to hear about Father Joseph.  How is it that this one man could touch so many lives in 
such a profound way? How is it that my family and I have been so blessed by our association with him? How is it 
that he has such an unending supply of patience and tenderness and love for all those around him? Christ. It is 
Christ working through him. The night was filled with ear  shatter ing explosions as the fireworks were set 
off, but I did not watch them. Instead I watched Father Joseph looking up into the sky into what must have been a 
magnificent display and was reminded of a line from a poem attributed to Hafiz, "Look what happens with a love 
like that.  It lights up the whole sky."   

May we keep our beloved friar, Father Joseph, in our hearts and prayers along with all the consecrated religious of 
the Diocese of Fargo and around the world that they may continue to persevere as examples of holiness, for the 
building up and strengthening of their communities, and for the grace to desire to become more like them as we 
seek a more intimate communion with Christ.  ~Lucie Pawlak 

 

Father Joseph pictured with his mother, Joyce Christensen, Bishop Folda, his father, 
Virgil Christensen and his sister and brother-in-law, Ann & Dave Weiler. 
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Third Order Secular Franciscan Formation                              
for the Laity to begin in Warsaw, you are invited! 

Our Community was established in 2011, and we have been busy     
planting many seeds these past years, through the Sacred Liturgy, JMI 
Summer Camps, pro-life work, parish missions and retreats, as well as 
many other activities.  God has kept me and those who have worked with 
me very busy during this time, and now, it seems, it is time to grow     
and expand. It is with great joy that I have welcomed Candidate Justin 
Reineke on September 8th, and it seems it is also the time to begin a 
Third Order Group for the laity. This Third Order  group is actually 
one of our FMI apostolates, and so I am very eager to begin and have 
discerned to begin where God has planted me—right here in the village 
of Warsaw. Saint Francis himself developed a rule for the laity to   
follow in their growth in holiness and so from the very beginning has 
been a part of the Franciscan spirituality. We know that there are 
many Saints who themselves or whose parents or family members were a 
part of a Third Order group, including Saint Louis IX, Saint Elizabeth of 
Hungary, Saint Philip Neri, Pope Saint Pius X and Pope Pius XII, as well 
as Saint Gianna's parents and Christopher Columbus. In recent times,   
the Church has again called the lay faithful to action in the pursuit of   
holiness to work with the clergy and the religious to evangelize the 
world. Saint John Paul II of recent and happy memory urged the laity to 
take their vocation to holiness seriously in his apostolic exhoration Christifideles Laici (On the vocation and 
the mission of the lay faithful in the Church and in the World).  

"It is ever more urgent that today all Christians take up again the way of Gospel renewal, welcoming in a spirit of 
generosity the invitation expressed by the apostle Peter "to be holy in all conduct" (1 Pt 1:15)... Men and women 
saints have always been the source and origin of renewal in the most difficult circumstances in the Church's history. 
Today we have the greatest need of saints whom we must assiduously beg God to raise up'(42). All of Christ's                   

followers are invited and bound to pursue holiness and the perfect fulfillment of their own state of life"(44).    
(Pope Saint John Paul II)  

So indeed this is an urgent call today, and using the plan that our father, Saint Francis, has laid out for us, we 
wish to begin The Secular Franciscan Formation Process as a FMI Apostolate.  The purpose of the Third Or-
der Secular Franciscans consists in the everyday practice of the Gospel precepts to serve as models of Chris-
tian life for others. Pope Pius XI describes it as “the spirit of that life and perfection (of religious life and 
vows) carried   into the family, into everyday life – the ordinary life of the world.” He goes on to say that 
that in contrast to religious life, the Third Order [Lay or Secular] is accommodated to the many.” Through the 
Rule and way of life of the Lay Third Order millions have reached a high degree of sanctity. Saint Francis de-
veloped this way for the laity which is characterized by Franciscan simplicity, moderation, and consideration. 
The Rule given by Saint Francis would be studied first before it is embraced by promises, not vows, and 
would include things like: simplicity and modesty in dress, monthly Confession and weekly, even daily, Holy 
Communion, leading others by setting a good example, maintaining charity towards others, and visiting 
sick members. 

The first stage of formation is the orientation process, which includes discernment and understanding, that is, 
if this Third Order would suit a particular individual. Being a member of the FMI Third Order Laity is filled 
with many spiritual helps and blessings but takes a deep commitment to the monthly meetings and to 
seriously being formed in the Franciscan Spirituality. If you are able, I invite you to ‘Come and See’, if 
this might be a way for you to pursue holiness and the perfect fulfillment in your state of life. 

Our first three meetings have been set; they will be held on Saturday mornings; October 10th, November 7th, 
and December 12th. We will meet at Saint Gianna's Maternity Home in Warsaw.  You are welcome to join us 
for the 8 am Mass in the chapel followed by coffee and rolls in the dining room (both optional). The official 
meeting and teaching will begin at 9:30 am.  After the one hour class, we will have a Holy Hour during which 
confessions will be available. We will conclude by noon. Please call or email to confirm your participation. 
(701) 248-3020 or fmi@fmifriars.com 

"Sanctify yourself and you will sanctify society."  ~Saint Francis of Assisi 

Saint Francis presenting Saint Clare 
with the Franciscan habit. 
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“I began as a Candidate with the Third                   

Order Franciscans of Mary Immaculate this 

past September 8th, 2015 on Our Lady’s 

Birthday, which is the beginning of my dis-

cernment process. I was born and raised in 
Fargo, North Dakota as  the ninth child in   

a family of twelve children. I attended as a 

parishioner the Cathedral of St. Mary where 

I first met Father. Joseph, F.M.I. and served 

Mass for him as he was the Parochial Vicar.         

I have attended every J.M.I. Boys Camp 

since the first one in 2011 where I got my 

first glimpse of daily Religious Life, experi-
encing the daily Mass and Holy Hour as a 

friar, but I was especially moved by the 

chanting of the Divine Office. Ever since the 

Mass at the Cathedral where Father took his 

vows and founded the Order on May 31, 

2011, I have felt a “pull” to the Religious 

Life. Now after graduating from high school 

this past spring, I am following the call of 
the Holy Spirit to discern the likelihood of 

living my life as a friar in the F.M.I.” 

~Candidate Justin Reineke 

Meet Candidate                                             
Justin Reineke 
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PERSONAL HOLINESS AND CHRISTIAN PERFECTION is the fir st work of all Chr istians, and even 
more so, then, for the Religious.  We must first strive to grow closer in union with our blessed Lord and Master.  
Thus, our primary apostolate is the sanctification of self by grace through the Sacraments which give and increase 
this grace. Holiness flows from the exercise of the many Franciscan virtues, such as humility, poverty, obedience, 
chastity, meekness, fortitude, piety, and fear of the Lord. Our charity for others, that is, our apostolic activity, is a 
natural fruit of our prayer life, which is our  life with God. Thus, the contemplative vocation in which this 
union is enthusiastically sought after is to be esteemed by all of our friars. 

THE MISSION STATEMENT OF THE F.M.I. ASSOCIATION is simply stated: The evangelization and 
salvation of souls for the greater honor and glory of Christ the King through consecration of self and others to His 
Queen, Mary Immaculate.  In other words, to bring souls to Christ through Mary as His most effective instrument 
of evangelization.  This mission is outlined in the life and work of St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe, O.F.M. Conv. 
who gave up his life as a martyr of charity at Auschwitz and whose Mariology and apostolic zeal have won for 
him an illustrious place in the constellation of Franciscan saints.  St. Maximilian is our model. His objective to 
win souls is intrinsically bound up with Consecration to Mary’s Immaculate Heart for each individual of our 
Community and the Community itself as a starting point of evangelization, br inging about reconciliation to 
God by prayer, repentance, and sacrifice. In order for us to be perfect instruments in Christ's hands, we must first 
place ourselves into the hands of Mary who places us into the hands of Christ most perfectly. 

DISCERNMENT AND FORMATION - And so, as one aspires to this life of perfection, there are several stages 
of discernment: Candidacy, Postulancy, Novitiate, Temporary Profession, and finally perpetual Profession.  In 
these stages of discernment and formation one strives to determine, along with the superiors of the FMI, whether 
or not this Community is God’s Will for him. It is important to realize that the years and time in the beginning 
stages of formation are just that, a time of discernment. This may mean that a candidate may realize, or with the 
help of superiors, that his vocation is elsewhere.  But with great expectation, prayer, and dedication, I pray that the 
Candidate perseveres and I look forward in hope with him as a perspective candidate that God blesses his time in 
formation with the FMI Community, that it may bear the fruit of one day professing perpetual vows to serve a life-
long commitment to God.     

Day of entry for the Candidate Program - September  8th 

Requirements for Candidates 

Phone, computer, and any electronic device for personal use is very limited, and such things as email, social      
media are restricted to begin the process of stepping out of the world for the Candidate and beginning to prepare 
for the next major step of entering Novitiate. Home visits during Candidacy and Postulancy, except for immediate 
family weddings or funerals, are reduced to the following times: Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, (both after the 
celebration of the Mass and Community meal), the Postulancy entry Ceremony (family can visit) in May, and the 
4th of July. Other visits of family or outsiders may include a Feast day celebration or arranged visit through the 
superior.  Other than ceremony days of Candidacy, Postulancy, and Novitiate, the visits are limited to home visits.  
Certainly, there will be occasions, of course, where encounters will occur at events in Fargo area or Summer 
Camp, etc. However, it is important to understand for the lay person looking in, that although Candidacy and     
Postulancy are not as strict as the Novitiate formation time, it is a time of discernment to know if this Com-
munity and Religious Life is what God is calling the person to.  One begins to increasingly draw away from 
the world more for the sake of entry into Novitiate and giving oneself wholly to Christ.  The Novitiate begins on 
August 14th, the feast of Saint Maximilian Kolbe and concludes August 15th the following year when the friar pro-
fesses temporary vows for one year.  The Formation of the Candidate includes studies of Catholic Doctrine, of 
prayer, documents on Religious Life, some grasp of the Latin and Polish language.  Formation is also learned or 
gained by observing and living the daily life of the friars. 

It is exciting to receive a new Candidate, and I look forward to the growth and joy that will come in the days 
ahead.  Please continue to pray for vocations to our Community and vocations for the Church in general, and     
especially to pray for Justin as he begins his journey to holiness here.   

CANDIDATE PROGRAM 
FOR THE 

THIRD ORDER FRANCISCANS OF MARY IMMACULATE 
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“Faith Alive” Youth for Mary Immaculate – JMI Summer Camp 2015 

Warsaw came alive and bustled with lots of activity and life in June during the two separate JMI Summer 
Camps, one for boys and the other for girls.  The activity was the Youth for Mary Immaculate (JMI) Summer 
Camp and the life was the 33 boys the first week and then the 49 girls for the following week.  What fun they 
had either swimming at the pool, or playing billiards on the pool tables, or throwing football, or shooting 
around at the basketball hoop, or maybe it was the trampoline jumping at Northern Air, or roasting a s’more 
over the evening campfire or just a marshmallow alone on a stick, or maybe it was while dancing the hokey-
pokey along with the other campers in a big circle, and there could be heard or seen throughout the Camp 
from time to time laughing and running around freely with not a care in the world amongst friends—
whatever it was, it was fun!  

On the spiritual side of things, the youth began their day as they participated in the singing of daily mass, 
refreshed next by breakfast, and followed then with the three classes on the faith covering various topics    
according to age, topics such as the Mass and Sacraments, Morality, Doctrine, and current topics that       
challenge our faith today.  The key today in our Church is to inform the youth so that they know the truths of 
the faith themselves and embrace the faith personally so that they can then share and explain our 
beautiful faith to others in the world they meet in everyday life: friends, co-workers, those they have public 
discussion with.  The youth experience the daily praying of grace prayers before and after meals, which helps 
them to remember to be grateful to God for ‘all thy benefits’ that they receive each day, especially that they 
have something to eat each day, unlike other poor children and people throughout the world who go without. 
In the evening after supper the youth join the Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration, while praying the Rosary 
and Litany, receiving Benediction, and then singing in Polish the Maryjo Krόlowo Polski (Mary Queen of 
Poland) to Our Lady of Czestochowa, and finally concluding with a candle light procession around the 
Church to Our Lady’s altar, chanting the Salve Regina (Hail Holy Queen).  During this time of Eucharistic 
Adoration, the youth are guided to times of quiet, contemplative prayer to speak heart-to-heart with 
Our Lord and also time to listen to Him speak to their  hear t. 

A great sign of God’s presence in one’s soul is the experience of joy, that is, an enduring, elated state of  
contentment that bursts out of one’s soul and shines through their eyes, smile, and whole countenance.  Over 
and over the youth displayed great joy as they experienced God at JMI Camp in prayer, in friendship, and in 
fun with one another. We need joy-filled Catholics today especially; these type of Catholics attract others 
to the faith and to God in a much more fruitful way.  My hope is that our youth may experience God in a 
deeper, more profound way in their ordinary daily life, and that they will continue to grow in union with God 
in their daily prayer life; that they will keep their faith and maintain the practice of their faith, never walking 
away from the Church and the Holy Eucharist, but always living a Sacramental life and life of prayer in or-
der to make this world a better place one faith-filled person at a time, and evangelizing others to do the same 
with the help of Mary our Immaculate Mother. 

Next year’s JMI Summer Camp will be: June 15-22, 2016 for Boys, and June 22-29, 2016 for Girls  



 7 

 

Happy 

Camper               

Activity! 
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“Preach the Gospel at all times, if necessary, use words.” -Saint Francis of Assisi 

-Return Service Requested- 

“Let your light shine before all, that they may see the good that you do and give glory to God.”   
~Matthew 5:16 

Each night of summer 

camp, and indeed each 

night as a Franciscan         

of Mary Immaculate,        

we pray night prayer        

and end with a candle   

light procession,             

entrusting our souls            

to the Blessed Virgin   

Mary and remembering 

the needs and intentions 

of all who are part of our 

Franciscan family.  

 

The picture to the right was 

taken this past June, during 

the   girls  JMI Summer 

Camp.   


